CHAPTER   ONE

The Genesis of the Social Services
i.   Existence

4 T F there be with thee a poor man, one of thy brethren,
JL within any of thy gates in thy land which the Lord thy
God giveth thee, thou shalt not harden thine heart, nor shut
thine hand from any poor brother. . . . For the poor shall
never cease out of the land; therefore I command thee, saying,
Thou shalt surely open thine hand unto thy brother, to thy
needy, and to thy poor, in thy land/

Such was the moral code taught by the Hebrew prophets
of the seventh century before Christ and embodied in our
book of Deuterojiomy.

And no doubt the social service of the more fortunate to the
less fortunate members of a community is almost as old as
civilisation itself. *<

In medieval England the lady of the manor might help the
family of a bereaved or ailing tenant. The tenants themselves
might plough or reap for one another in emergencies, or club
together in a parish guild. And in the city the guild or livery
company might relieve the poorer members of the craft from
out of its common chest.

And it is the same to-day. Men have banded themselves
together into societies for this very purpose, whether they call
themselves freemasons or druids or buffaloes. No trade union
that can afford it but has a provident section to its funds.
The church of to-day sets aside its communion money and
more besides for the aid of its members in distress. And no
decent firm that is not on the rocks has ever refused all help
to, unlucky members of its staff.

, The private social service which Christendom calls charity
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